
NT Live: Nye Trailer transcript 

Michael Sheen who plays Nye Bevan is seen up close on screen as he is sat in a hospital bed. He says 

‘I ‘am a Welshman, a socialist’ 

The screen changes to a black and white up-close shot of a Nye’s eye. Text on screen appears that 

reads ‘National Theatre Live’ a man’s voice can be heard saying ‘You’re a fantasist’ 

The camera then goes back to the up-close shot of character Nye in a hospital bed. He says ‘And you 

find me impossible’ 

The screen shows a Nye in black and white with a worried look. A man’s voice can be heard saying 

‘You cannot be trusted’ 

The camera reverts back to the up-close shot of Nye as he says ‘Yet it is a quality I appear to share 

with every other health minister you’ve ever met’ 

The screen goes black and white again and shows a wider angle of Nye seen in his hospital bed 

looking worried whilst he grabs the bed sheets and holds them near to his chest. A man’s voice is 

heard saying ‘Dangerous’. Text on screen reads ‘Michael Sheen’. We then see a close shot of half of 

his face with text on screen saying ‘is Nye Bevan’ 

We then see Nye back in his hospital bed as he was before. He starts to say passionately as the 

camera slowly starts to zoom out and he slowly sits more upright. ‘This is my proposal, every hospital 

in this country will be nationalised. I will build more hospitals’ 

A quick flash shows Nye Bevan in black and white with a worried look on his face. 

Nye continues to speak ‘Better hospitals’ 

Another quick flash shows Nye Bevan in black and white with a worried look on his face. 

Nye continues to speak ‘Where there is need rather than where there is money’ 

The screen goes black and white again and shows Nye as he is sat upright in bed. Text on screen 

appears that reads ‘Broadcast live to cinemas’. A male’s voice can be heard saying ‘You want the 

doctors to be servants of the state’ as we hear other male voices shouting in the background, we see 

different news articles and headlines appear on screen followed by a close up of a doctor looking 

straight towards the camera wearing a head mirror. Another man’s voice can be heard saying ‘You 

create the greatest healthcare crisis in the history of the country’ 

We then see Nye back in his hospital bed as he was before. He begins to talk passionately as the 

camera slowly continues to zoom out ‘Every doctor will work for this service’ 

A quick flash shows Nye Bevan in black and white with a worried look on his face. 

The camera reverts back to Nye as he was previously, and he continues to passionately say ‘The 

National Health Service will start in 30 days on July 5th, 1948’ 

The hospital bed quickly appears on screen empty, with dark green curtains gently swaying. Text on 

screen appears around the hospital bed that says ‘National Theatre Live’ ‘Nye a new play by Tim 

Price’ ‘A production from National Theatre, Wales millennium centre’ ‘Find your venue ntlive.com’ 




